Abstract. We present the first study of bars in the local Universe, based on the Sloan Digitized Sky Survey (SDSS). The large sample of ∼ 5000 local galaxies provides the largest study to date of local bars and minimizes the effect of cosmic variance. The sample galaxies have Mg −18.5 mag and cover the redshift range 0.01 z < 0.04. We use a color cut in the color-magnitude diagram and the Sérsic index n to identify disk galaxies. We characterize bars and disks using rband images and the method of iterative ellipse fits and quantitative criteria developed in Jogee at al. (2004, ApJL, 615, L105). After excluding highly inclined (i > 60
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